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be easily distinguished by its capsule which is not 
glabrous. It has also many features in common 
with E. thymifolia Linn, but is distinguished from 
the latter by its capsule being hairy only on the 
angles and being glabrous elsewhere, Neerath, 
H.P. alt. uoo m. N. C. Nair 28879, 29875, 
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NEW DISTRIBUTION RECORDS OF PLANTS FROM THE UPPER GANCETJC PLAIN 


INTRODUCTION 

During the course of recent botanical explora¬ 
tions in the district of Lakhimpur-Kheri on the 
Indo-Nepal border the author collected a large 
number of interesting plants among which the 
following two species—a terrestrial orchid and a 
•sedge—are new records for the Upper Gangetic 
Plain. 

The specimens mentioned are preserved in the 
Herbarium of Botanical Survey of India, Northern 
Circle, Dehra Dun. 

Eolcphia graminea Lindl. Gen. et Sp. Orch. , 182, 

1833; Hook. f. FI. Brit, Ind. 6:2, 1890; King & 

Panel. Ann, Calc. 8: 176, PI. 238, 1898. 

Terrestrial orchid with tough fibrous roots. 
Pseudobulb large, thick, obpyriform, partly epigeal, 
green, 8-10 cm long and up to 4.5 cm thick at the 
broadest part. Crowned at the top with older 
sheathing leaf bases. Deciduous when flowering. 
Scape lateral, one to many, glabrous, 50-60 cm 
long, branched, Flowers racemose, pedicels 1-1.5 
cm, distinct, glabrous, bracteate, bract triangular 
1-2 cm, base broad, 0.75-1.5 cm tapering to the 
acute apex, veins many, dark brown, bracteoles § 
mm by 2 mm, #cute. Sepals dull green, 1.3 cm 
by 0.2 cm, elliptic lanceolate, acute, with reddish 
brown veins. Petals slightly broader. Lip 3-lobed, 
white, cylindrically spurred, spur 2 mm with 
slightly swollen tip; side lobes 0.3 cm by 0.2 cm, 
blunt; middle lobe 0.6 cm by 0.5 cm, rounded 
and bluntly apiculate, with 5 pink fimbriate 
ridges on the upper surface, hairs more in the 
middle, margins wavy. Column with short foot. 
Pollinia exposed below the anther. Fruit glab¬ 
rous, yellowish green, 2 cm long, 0.7 cm broad, 
elliptic oblong, drooping. 


This taxon has been reported only from South 
India, Bengal and Assam. 

Chandanchoki, growing amidst clumps of Sac - 
charum and tmperata on the Mohana river bed. C. 
L. Malholra 31544, Apr, 1964. (in flowers & fruits), 
Cyperus silletensis ^Nees in Wight Contrib. 79, 

1834; Clarke in Hook f. FL Brit, Ind. 6:600, 

1893. 

Glabrous annual, upto 30 cm in height, stolons 
absent. Leaves much shorter than the stem. Stem 
base thickened by the leaf bases, slender upwards, 
finely furrowed. Spikes compound, umbellate, 
green, rays unto 3,5 cm, bracts 5-20 cm long, 
Rhachilla persistent, 1 cm long, angular, Spikelets 
distichous, x mm long. Glume subtriangular, 
keeled, incurved at the top, veins dark brown. 
Stamen 1. Nut trigonous, 0,5 mm, half the length 
of glume. Style 3-fid, branches linear, equal in 
length of style, base slightly thickened. 

Hooker gives the distribution of the species as 
Bengal, Assam, Sikkim and Burma. 

Mailani, along the water course. C. L. Malhotr# 
22883, Aug. 1962. 
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Figs. 1-7 


Cyperus silUtensis Nees 

1. Entire Plant. 2. Spike. 3. Glume (side-view) 
5. Deflorate flower. 6, Stamen. 


4. Glume (opened out). 
7. Rhachilla# 




